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Contact: Thomas Martin, senior research scientist, MT Cooperative Wildlife Research Unit 
UM SCIENTIST WINS INTERNATIONAL ORNITHOLOGY AWARD 
MISSOULA -
Thomas Martin, a scientist at The University of Montana, has been awarded the 2000 
Elliott Coues Award, which is presented by the Council of American Ornithologists’ Union to 
recognize innovative research conducted anywhere in the world that advances the science of 
ornithology.
Martin is a senior research scientist with the Montana Cooperative Wildlife Research 
Unit, which conducts scientific research, trains graduate students and provides wildlife 
management information. Unit research focuses on a range of issues related to wildlife 
populations and habitat relationships.
For 20 years Martin has explored the causes and consequences of nest predation in 
birds. Nest predation is the principal determinant of nesting success in many birds, and 
Martin’s work pioneered its careful study in relation to avian ecology as a whole.
According to a release accompanying the award, no researcher before Martin has 
delved so deeply into the relation between nest predation and avian life histories. His work on 
the adaptiveness of nest location and the importance of other species nesting in the same types
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of sites has changed how researchers think about nesting-bird communities. His work 
influenced ornithologists to consider the possibility that birds may shift their nest sites to avoid 
nest predation.
Martin’s work has taken a synthetic approach to the relation between nest predation, 
parental care behavior and clutch size, and he and his students have tackled an array of 
questions on the parental care of birds. This work culminated recently with a comparison of 
nest predation rates, parental care and clutch sizes of North and South American birds, using 
data from his long-term studies in Arizona and new field work in Argentina to help explain 
patterns in clutch size.
Martin also created a network of cooperating biologists throughout the United States -  
BBIRD -  which monitors nest placement and predation rates for thousands of forest-nesting 
birds.
The Elliott Coues Award is named for a 19th-century pioneer in ornithology. The 
American Ornithologists’ Union is the oldest and largest organization in the New World 
devoted to the scientific study of birds.
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